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Please note that this is a working document subject to changes and additions; all future
versions will be given a new version number.

What is SIS?

In its broadest sense, IUCN’s Species Information Service (SIS) is an informatics tool that
allows authorized users to update and make changes to the information contained in the IJUCN
species database. This database is at the core of the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, from
which all published species assessments originate. SIS is also a relational system, where all
information is linked to species assessments, both historical and current ones.

SIS is designed to work both online and offline, the latter option providing users with the
capacity to work on species assessments in instances where internet connections may not readily
be available or stable. However, some things are best done online rather than offline. For
example, it is possible to add new species to SIS both online and offline, but species deletions
should be done online.

SIS can be used for both Global and Regional Assessments; however, note that SIS does not
have the ability of merging Regional Assessments.
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Browser requirements
SIS runs on any of these browsers:

e Apple Safari
e Firefox 3
e Google Chrome

Internet Explorer does not use the same standards as the browsers listed above, so this browser
should not be used.

For any of the three browsers listed above, do not use the toolbar buttons, such as the back and
forth arrows — press F11 to remove these buttons, this will take SIS into a full-screen mode.

If wusing Firefox, a useful add-on that can be downloaded is ABCtajpu
(https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/459). This add-on allows for the addition of
diacritics within SIS/Firefox. Once installed, go to Tools>Options in the Firefox toolbar to
access a pop-up keyboard with special symbols. Other useful Firefox add-ons include
dictionaries in different languages (see https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/browse/type:3).

The login pages for both the SIS test site and the actual SIS site can be found at:

http://sistest.iucnsis.org/SI1S/index.html
http://sis.iucnsis.org/S1S/index.html

Changes in the SIS test site will be saved but will not affect the information currently on SIS;
however, any change effected in the SIS site will be saved and will affect assessments appearing
on the next update of the Red List web site and whatever analyses are conducted thereafter.
Therefore, if there is anything you are unsure about when working in SIS, it is very
important to try the actions you want to do on the test site first. Then if any unexpected
outcomes occur, you will not have changed anything on the live site.

The SIS Interface

To log into SIS, each user needs to be assigned a username and a password. Currently, this is
done by contacting Jim Ragle at IUCN HQ (email: james.ragle@iucn.org). When logging in
(your username is likely to be your email account, the default password provided is “changeme”-
you can later change your password to another one of your choice), the SIS Toolkit will be
uploaded and you will be shown a default page that looks something like this:
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S Navigats = Quick Taxon Mavigation = LAXmELOD
Mo Warking St Selected o Taxon Selected Mo Assessment Selected £ Avisdne Angula | logout |
DGR

Home Page

‘orking Set Page

My Working Sets 2| Recent Assessments Panel 2| | Myinbox 2

Mo working sets 1o display Species Type Region Eate ubject me

My Saved Assesss

*fou have no assessr

Elewtheradactylus coqui Published Global
2| | Cochranella ametarsia Published Globl
ments Assessments to Review
merts:
You have no assessments fa review

The main SIS page is divided into five parts:

1.
2.

3.
4.
5

The Navigation toolbar (top, monkey face icon next to the frog on the mouse)

The “Search” toolbar, to the right of the Navigation toolbar, which has several tools in
addition to searches

Working Sets and Saved Assessments panes, on the left side of the page

Recent Assessments pane, at the centre of the page

Inbox and Assessments to review, on the right side of the page

The Navigation toolbar shows what species/working set is selected, and the left and right green
arrows allow us to navigate through the taxa in a working set.

The “Search” toolbar allows users to do a number of things: browse through a taxonomic
hierarchy, search a taxon by scientific or common name, and a number of other functions (e.g.
Import/Export, Trash, Batch change) that are currently restricted to administrative users.

Note: when searching for a taxon by common name, please note that common names are set as
plural and that the search will find every instance where some part of the name is used, even if it
is not in the same taxonomic group.

The My Working Sets pane lists the existing working sets that a user has set up and saved.
Clicking on the curvy green arrow next to a working set will take the user to the Summary tab of
the selected Working Set Page, which displays administrative information (e.g. name, manager,
date created, etc.) on the working set and taxonomic information on its component taxa/species.
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The Recent Assessments pane lists the last ten species that have been worked on, including their
assessment status (Published or Draft) and their nature (Global or Regional).

Inbox and Assessments to review are functionalities that can be used between users that are
working on given subsets of a database (i.e. Working sets) and assessors.

Editing data on taxa that are already in SIS

If we wish to quickly find a particular taxon, we click on the magnifying glass icon in the Search
toolbar (top right corner of the screen, circled below):

N

A KeEBHDBE

ha

This will open up a Taxonomy search window. Type the name of the species that we are looking
for, e.g. the toad Duttaphrynus microtympanum, and click on the search button. This will return
a list of matching names found in the system, taxonomic hierarchy up to family level and the
current threat category for each taxon in the list:

Taxonomy Search

Duttaphrynus microtympanum Search

Advanced Search Options

Search Results [1 results]
Scientific Nams Common Name Ley Cal Family Genus

Duttaphrynus r Spe DD BUFONIDAE Duttaphrynus

Another way of finding a taxon is to use the Peruse the Taxonomic Hierarchy button to the left of
the magnifying glass icon; this button allows us to browse the hierarchical level down to the
taxon of interest. Once there, we click on the View button and then on the Taxon Home Page tab.

If we click on the species name, it will take us to the Taxon Home Page, indicated by the
highlighted Taxon Home Page tab (see image below). On the left pane we will find the species
name in red lettering and below its associated General Information, while on the right pane we
will find the species’ current threat category in red lettering and below we will find a list of the
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assessments available for this species by date, including a summary of the threat category and
criteria and its status in each assessment. If an assessment’s Status reads as being Published, it
means that it has already been published on the Red List. If it figures as Draft, it is still being
worked on.

SIS contains the entire history of a species’ assessments, and each assessment contains all of the
information included for a species at the time of that respective assessment.

Warning: Any changes done to a Published assessment will directly affect the content of
the assessment that is on the Red List when it is next updated.

& Navigste = Quick Taxon Navigation = a4 XmEN3E
I No Working Set Selected Texon Name: Dittsphrynus microtympanum Published -- Global £ Arlsdne Anguologout |
Status: & Assessed Date; 2004-04-30 00.00:00
Cormman h @ons

lame: [No Comman Mames] Last Madified: 2003-02.03

Level Species Category: VU
Home Page | Working 5ot Page || Taxon Home Page || Assessment Data Erowser
" asssssment Tools + | TaxonTools = | & Taxomatic Tools »
& Duttapkrynes microtympanunt VU (u 0) 2004-04-30 00:00:00
General Information Assessment List
lame: micratympantin Assessment Date Category Criteria Status Editview  Trash
| Taxon ID: 54710 cicl
image \taphiynus microtympansm 2004-04-30 00:00:00 vu Blablii)+2ak0i)  Published B2 &
Tempol evel Species
5
arent. Duttaphiynis =
B o cromic A thorty. (Boutenser, 1852)
Status: &
Hybridt: false
onyms
1| Buta microtympanum - Boulenger, 1862
Common Hame -—- Language
No Common Names
Most Recent Published Status Takonomic Hotes Infrarank
Assessment ID: 400933 imens bearing this name, anl which ere deposited in different Mo Infrarank
Category: YU India, o nt belong to this species (Biju 2001)

Criteria: B (il 2aii)

Assessed: 2004-04-30 00:00:00

Assessor: 5.0, Bilu, Sushil Dulta, Karthikeyan Yasudevan, S P
Wijapakumar, Chelmaka Srinvasul, Gajanan Dasaram) Bhuddhe

Maijor Threats

Population Trend

Major Importance Habitsts:

Canservation Actions Nesded

In the General Information pane in the left, there is a hyperlinked number next to the Taxon ID
field. Clicking on this number will link to this particular species’ account in the Red List page.
Under the Parent field, in the same area, there is a squares and line icon — clicking on this icon
will open a pop-up window with the taxonomical hierarchy for the species in question.

If we click on the EJ Edit/View icon (or on the Assessment Data Browser tab, if it has already
been opened), it will take us to the Assessment Data Browser window (tab highlighted). Under
this tab, the left pane displays the different View options available for viewing the assessment
data (i.e. All Fields View, Factor View, Criteria Factor View, Narrative View; these are
customizable according to user preferences), as shown below:
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&5

S Mavigste
NaWiorking Set Selected

= Quick Taxon Mavigation =

Taxon Maime: DURSRHPYIUS MmiCrotympanum
Status: &

Fublished -- Global
Aszsessed Date: 2004-04-30 00:00:00

£ Arisdne Angulo|

L3 &L

Common Name: [Na Common Names] Last Modified: 2008-02-03 _iea!
Level Species Category: VU
HomePage || Working Set Page || Taxon Home Page | Assessment Data Browser
|2 et patamtoce || mew | [l save @ amscnrie  © summary - Tools *
BirelLife View + 1| Tanonomic Notes
Al Fields View
Taxonomic Hotes Documentation
Faclor Wiew +
Criteria Factor View: + ‘ BeEE e
Haove e, " Taxonomic Notes
= = = s
B | u | % X | = | = | |e2 | L,
Backoround ¥

Several specimens bearing this name, and which are depostted in different museums in India, do not belong to this species (Biju 2001}

Clicking on any of these Views will provide details of the different sections available under
them. So, if we click on e.g. Habitats and Ecology under All Fields View, SIS will display this
section’s information on the centre-right side of the web page, and the specific tabs
(components) associated to this section (below). Note that Habitats and Ecology is bolded in the
Fields pane so that we can quickly identify where we are located within the assessment.

@ Navigate = Quick Taxan Mavigation =

a4 X mEC
NoWorking Set Selected Texon Name: Duttaphrynus microtympanum Publishied -- Global £ Aviadne Angui|
Status: & Assessed Date: 2004-04-30 000000 saa
Carmman Mame: (Mo Comman Mames] Last Madifiect 2009-02-03 @
Levet Species Categary: U
HomePage | Working Set Page || Taxon HomePage | Assessment Data Browser
[2] kot etattoce | i vew | @ save @ stachrie  © summery + Tools *
BircLife View +I| Documentation || CodedHabitats || Hab. Decine || Land Cover | LfeHistory | MovementPatterns | Systems || Plank Specific
&l Fields View -
Documentation
Tazanemic Mates
Distribution ‘
Oocurrence Os@e
Popuation Habitat Information
Habitats and Ecology B | £ u | %, | % | = i= &3 I
Use and Trade Bacrendl

Threats
Conservation
Ecosystem Services

may be Found in the vicinity of water bodies, but the breeding habitat is not known
Ref List Assessmert

Factar Wiew +
Criteria Factor Wiew *

Narrative View +

A terrestrial species associated with montane 'shola’ (grassland-forest mosaic) and tropical meist forest habitat; it has not been recorded from modified habitats. Tt
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All tabs have a handful of icons that can be used to facilitate editing of fields:

#= Deletes data
&= Adds a reference (changes colour to blue when a reference has been added and saved)
= Adds notes (changes colour to yellow when text has been added and saved)
@ = Definable terms
There is also a clipboard icon that allows us to copy and paste text from one field to another
(sorry, couldn’t copy that icon!)

2'= Information

Beneath the icon toolbar we will find several toggle buttons that allow us to change different
features in the narrative/text fields; these work in much the same way as they would in a word
processing application. Thus, B = Bolds text, | = Italicizes text, U = Underlines text, X, =
Subscripts text, X? = Superscripts text, and so on. The T, function removes the formatting from
text (e.g. Word-formatted text as .rtf, instead of .xhtml). It is also possible to change the
background colour of entered text, essentially allowing users to highlight text that they may want
to revisit or follow-up on, for example.

Bibliography

The Bibliography is not present as a stand-alone section in the different Views — this is
because the Bibliography is now integrated into the different sections, so that we can associate
a specific reference to a specific section. If we click on the & icon in any section of an
assessment, it will open up a new window and will give us the option to either search the
existing reference database or add a reference to the Bibliography [under the Reference
Search tab, Enter New Reference button]. If searching, we should enter the author(s) name(s),
year and/or title or if adding a new reference we should click on the Enter New Reference
button. Note that when we add a new reference and it has been accepted, we will need to run a
search for the newly added reference so that it figures in the resulting hits. We select (by
clicking once) the reference of interest and then click on the Attach Selected button, which
will proceed to include it in the Bibliography tab for that particular section. We can either
click on the Bibliography tab or close the window and check that the icon colour has changed
to blue (;l) to ensure that the reference has been added.

In order to access Bibliography in SIS, click on the Tools button and select Manage
References while editing or viewing a species’ assessment.

Every time we click on a different section of the View we are using we will get a pop-up window
with the following message:

Navigating away from this page will revert unsaved changes. Would you like to save?

Yes No
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This allows us to save any changes we may have made to the specific section we have been
working on.

How to create a New Assessment

Let us suppose that we have new information for a species that is already in the database and that
we know that this information will have a bearing on its threat status, such as population status
information, geographic distribution and/or threats. In order to create a new assessment or
reassessment, we first need to find the species in question, either through browsing the database
through the Peruse the Taxonomic Hierarchy button or through the Search button of the “Search”
toolbar, and then clicking on the Taxon Home Page tab (see Editing data on taxa that are
already in SIS). The Kihansi Spray Toad Nectophrynoides asperginis is used here as an example:

& Navioste = Guick Texon Mavigation = a4 XD
Plo Wiorking Set Selected Teoan Mame: Nectophrynaides asperginis Ho Assessment Selected 15, Ariadne Anguln [ Iomout |
Status: & G
Common MName: Kitansi Spray Toad &

Level: Species

o8

Home Page || Working Set Page || Taxan Home Page

o Assessment Tools * " TaxonTools » | & Taxomatic Tools *
&8 Mectophrywoides asperginis CR (v 0} 2004-04-30 00:00:00
General Information Assessment List

lame: asperyinis Assessmert Date Category Criteria Status Editiview  Trash
| Texon [D: 54837 —
moge Ul Name: Nectaphrgnaldes aspsrginis 2004-04-30 00000 R 51 sl )+ 26l Puldlished B3] &
Temporarily | BEEe
navaliable [k H
u . aonomic Authority: Poyrton, Howell, Clarke &

ovett, 1999
Status: &
Hyhrid: false

Common Hame — Language
oo [H | Kihansi Spray Toad - English

Most Recent Published Status Taxonomic Hotes Infrarank
Agsessment ID: 405570 Mo Infrarank.
Category: CR

Criteria: B skl i, 1+ 2ab(i, i, )

Asseesed: 2004-04-30 O0:00:00

Assessor: John Poynton, Kim Howell, Alan Channing, Simon Loader,
Michele Mensgon

Major Thrests

Popuiation Trend

Mejor Impartance Habitats:

Conservation Actions Nesdsd:

The Assessment List pane lists those assessments that are available for the species — in this case,
one assessment, published in 2004. If we now click on the Assessment Tools button it will
prompt a one-option menu that reads Assess Current Taxon. Clicking on this option will prompt
another window to open (New “Genus species” Assessment), which will look something like
this:
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& Navioste = Guick Texon Mavigation = a4 XD
Mo Warking Set Selected Taxon Hame: Nectophrynoides asperginis No Assessment Selecled 13, Atladne Angula [ lodout |
Status: 4 4
@onn

Comimon Name: Kihansi Spray Tosad
Level: Species

Home Page || Working Set Page || Taxan Home Page
7 mssessmentTools * | . TaxonTools v & Taxomatic Tools

€8 Moctoprymaides esparainis Hew Hectophrynoides asperginis Assessment x

5 Assessment Type: v
General Information

ame: asperginis From blank v Editiview  Trash
Tewan ID: 54837
Image ull Name: Nectophrvnoides asperginis| UGlobal CRegionsl " == &
Temporarily | BRERSTE
navaliable [k H
v L axonamic Authority. Poyrton, Howvell, J Creste Assessment

ovett, 1999
Status: &
Hyhrid: false

Common Hame - Language
o |5 ) Kinansi Spray Toad —- Engler

Most Recent Published Status Taxonomic Hotes

Agsessment ID: 405570

Category: CR

Criteria: B abi i, v+ 2ab(i i v)

Azsessed 2004-04-30 00:00:00

Assessor; John Poynton, Kim Howell, Alsn Channing, Siman Loader,
Michele Menegon

Major Thrests:

Populstion Trend.

Major Impartance Habitats:

Conservation Actions Nesded:

Infrarank
Mo Infrarank.

The Assessment Type field asks whether we want to use a draft or user assessment. We select
Draft. The From field asks whether we want to use a pre-existing published assessment to
populate our sections or whether we want our sections to be blank. To save time, we may want to
choose a pre-existing published assessment — in this case, it would be the 2004 assessment. We
then click on the Create Assessment button. A message will then appear saying that “An
assessment for xxxx (in this case, Nectophrynoides asperginis) has been created”. The
Assessment List pane will not show the new assessment added unless we leave that tab and then
return to it. So we can click on any other tab and then click again on the Taxon Home Page tab.
This time it should show the newly added draft assessment, which will have the date of the
assessment that we used to populate the different sections:
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& Navioste = Guick Texon Mavigation = a4 XD
Mo Warking Set Selected Taxon Hame: Nectophrynoides asperginis Draft -- Glakl 13, Atladne Angula [ lodout |
Status: 4 Assessed Dater 20080121 o
e

Comimon Name: Kihansi Spray Tosad Last Modifisct 2009-02-18
Level: Species Category: CR

Home Page || WorkingSet Page || Taxon Home Page | Asssssment Data Browser

o Assessment Tools * " TaxonTools » | & Taxomatic Tools ~
§a  Mectophrywoides asperginis CR (v 0} 2004-04-30 00:00:00
General Information Assessment List

lame: asperginis

Assessmert Date Category Criteria Status Ecitiview  Trash
| Tewan ID: 54837
moge ull Name: Nectophrynoides asperginis 2004-04-30 000000 R B b il )+ 260 i Published ==
evel. Species
fempoiarily i B 2004-04-30 00:00:00 R B b i v)+2ab(i i Draft B
T o Parent: Nectopteynoides = *

aonomic Authority: Poyrton, Howell, Clarke &
ovett, 1999

Status: &

Hyhrid: false

I &

Common Hame - Language
o |5 ] Kinansi Spray Toad —- English

Most Recent Published Status Taxonomic Hotes Infrarank

Agsessment ID: 405570

Category: CR

Criteria: B abi i, v+ 2ab(i i v)

Azsessed 2004-04-30 00:00:00

Assessor; John Poynton, Kim Howell, Alsn Channing, Siman Loader,
Michele Menegon

Major Thrests:

Populstion Trend.

Major Impartance Habitats:

Conservation Actions Nesded:

Mo Infrarank.

Suppose that we created a blank draft assessment and then figured that it was better to create one
from a previous assessment. We can just click on the Trash [ button for that draft assessment. A
pop-up window will ask whether we are sure that we want to delete this assessment. If we click
on Yes, SIS will then discard this assessment, and we can repeat the procedure to create a new
assessment according to our preferences.

Another way to create new assessments is by clicking on the CJ Edit/View icon of the most
recent assessment or the assessment that we want to use. We can click on the New button and
select assessment type (i.e. draft) and in the From field we can select either the published
assessment that we want to use as a template or a blank assessment.

Once we have created our new assessment and are in the Assessment Data Browser tab, notice

that there are six buttons (Edit Data Mode, New, Save, Attach File, Summary and Tools) in the
top row of that tab:
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& Navigate = Guick Taxon Navigation A X EL o8
I Mo VWorking Set Selected Taxan Hame: Nectophrynoides asperginis Draft -- Glahsl 15, Ariadne Anguln [ Iomout |
Status: & Assessed Date: 2008-02-21 NGAA
Comimon Name: Kihansi Spray Tosad Last Modifisct 2009-02-21 &

Level: Species Category: CR

Heme Fsge | Working Set Pags || Taxor Home Pags | Assessment Data Browser
[2] et pata vose | [ new | [l save | @ attachrie @ summary v | | & Toois v

All Fields View = Geographic Range AOC) EOO Locations Yery restricted Elevation{Depth Map Status Bingengraphic Realms

Taxonomic Notes
Distribution Geographic Range

Occurrence P ]
Population ‘D s @ ‘-"|

Habitats and Ecology Geographic Range Information

Use and Trade B | £ u X, X | = |i= &2 | &
Thrests

. Background ¥
Conservation

Ecosystem Services

This species is only known from the Fihansi Falls, in the Fihansi Gorge, in the Udmngwa Mountains, eastern Tanzania, at £00-940m asl Its global range covers a
Red List Assessment

tiny area of just two hectares around the Eihansi Falls, and searches for it around other waterfalls on the escarpment of the Udmmgwa Mountains have not located
any additonal populations.

Factor Wiew
Criteria Factor View

Marrative Wiew

SX Beetle View

The Edit Data Mode can be changed to Read Only mode with one click of the mouse, so be sure
that the button is set to Edit Data Mode when changing any specific section of an assessment.
The New button prompts the creation of a new assessment; the Save button has to be clicked
every time we have made changes that we want to keep in a section and the Attach File uploads
any specific file that we consider is relevant to the section in question. The Summary button
contains a feature called the Quick Criteria Generator Result, which in essence calculates the
best possible threat status for the species in question given the information that is populated into
the different fields. It is, however, also possible to change this to manual under the Red List
Assessment section, Red List Status tab (Enter Manual Data/Revert to Calculated button).

The Tools button has a drop-down menu that allows users to do edit common names, synonyms,
attach images, manage references, view notes, track changes, see comments and view reports.

Notice that each section on the left under a given View option (i.e. Distribution, Occurrence,
Population, etc.) has several tabs with different kinds of information. It will not be possible to
populate all of these tabs for most taxa, but it is important that the narrative/text fields are as
clear and as detailed as possible (especially with regards to threats), as these are the main source
from which different fields and classification schemes are developed for each taxon.

Creating a new Working Dataset

Working datasets are a convenient way to group and manage different sets of taxa. This
functionality allows us to group taxa by different parameters, such as taxonomic groups,
assessment date, region/country, etc. The Working Set Manager (under the Working Set Page
tab) enables us to create, edit (including adding or removing taxa from a dataset), import and
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export (both for offline use and for querying subsets with Microsoft Access) datasets as well as
generate reports (species accounts) for species in these datasets. All Working set functions can
be found in the Working Set Page tab.

Let us suppose that we want to keep track of all of our new edits in SIS, or that we want to
cluster all species of a given region together for a workshop or follow-up with experts. Click on
the Working Set Page tab. The centre-right pane displays two tabs, Summary and Working Set
Manager. Click on Working Set Manager. This tab displays a number of buttons, all of which are
applicable directly to working sets. Since we don’t have a working set yet, we’ll click on the first
button: New Working Set, which will create a new set for us. The screen that follows should
look something like the one below:

S Navigats = Quick Taxon Mavigation = LaXmyEnh3E
Mo Warking St Selected Taxon Mame: Brachycephalus test Draft - Global £ Avisdne Angula | logout |
Status: N Assessed Dete: o
Cormmen Name: [No Camman Names] Last Modified: 2008-02-03 8

Level Species Category: DD

HomePage | Working Set Page || Taxon Home Fage | Asssssment Data Browser
Waorking Set Havigation Summar, v || ‘working Set Manager
R savs an o Add Taxa | [l save | B saveanaext | @ cancel

Wiarking Set Name: [

Creator ariadne angulo@gmail com
Date Createct 2008-02-03

Working Set Type: none selected ¥

Associsted People: = =

Deseription

‘Working Set Motes:

We can pick a name for the Working Set, e.g. New 2009 edits in SIS. For Working Set Type, we
can choose between private and public (Jim recommends private to make it safer), and for a
Description we can write anything that helps identify the Working Set (we have to write
something in this field, otherwise we can’t save the Working Set!). We then click on the Save
and Add Taxa button. Under the Working Set Navigation pane we should now see the name of
our new Working Set — in our case, New 2009 edits in SIS. Our Working Set is now created, but
we still need to populate it. If we go back to the Working Set Manager tab and click on the Taxa
Manager button, we should see something similar to the following window:
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S Navigats = Quick Taxon Navigation = LaxXxmysh3
Mame: Nevy 2008 ecits in SIS Mo Taxan Selectect Mo Assessment Selectsd £ Ariadne Anguln logout |
Manager: ariadne.angulo@omail.com LGRS

Created: 2008-02-03

HomePage | Working Set Page
Waorking Set Havigation Summary | ‘warking Set Managar

Mew 2009 edts in SIS £ .8 @ ] Currently Moditying:  New 2008 edts in SIS

Instructions: Browse down to a family, genus, species, sub-species, or infrarank. Selecting ataxa
will bring 31l sulb taca into the Meve 2009 edts in SIS working set
Order | * Family Genus Species

Kingdloms
Kingdom

AMMALI%,
FLINGI
PLANTAE
PROTISTA

Page[t i1 2 Displaying 1 - 4 of 4
* denctes new taxon

44 (page | b M@ [ s [ selectan |[ ceseectan |

Using the pane on the right hand side, we can browse down to the hierarchical level of interest
(in our case, the species level). We can select one or more species by ticking the appropriate
boxes, and once done, click on the Add button. A pop-up message reading “Taxon successfully
added to working set New 2009 edits in SIS” should appear. The species added should then
appear on the central pane. If only a list of number of species by a higher hierarchical level is
shown (such as e.g. Anura — 12 species), click on the Species button at the end of the taxonomic
buttons — this should list every species that has been added to the Working Set.

Now some (or most of these species, if this is the first time that we’ll will be dealing with them
this assessment year) species will likely need new draft assessments. Click on the Working Set
Manager tab and then click on the Assessment Manager button. This will take us to a new
window that allows us to add draft assessments to either the entire Working Set or to selected
taxa. Once we select the taxa that we want to add draft assessments to and click on the Create
Assessments button, we will have a Working Set of taxa with draft assessments that are ready to
be edited and that may look similar to this:
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Name: Hew 2009 edits in SIS
Manager. ariadne angUlo@gmail com

Createc: 2008-02-03

Home Page || Working Set Page

Working Set Havigation
New: 2008 edits in SIS

Note that the draft assessment data (or lack of) is displayed for the species that is highlighted in
blue. We can scroll down the list and the assessment data will change according to the
highlighted species. Note, too, that if the Working Set contains any species that we may have
recently worked on (such as after the Red List going online last year), SIS will use the
assessment done back then as the default draft assessment. A species can only have one draft
global assessment and one draft regional (per region) assessment at a time.

To start working on any given species within our Working Set, we highlight the species we want
to begin with, and click on the View/green arrow button above the list. This will take us directly
into the Taxon Home Page for that particular species. The image below displays the Taxon

= GQuick Texon Navigation =
Ho Taxon Selected

Summary | Warking Set Manager

Working Set Name: Mexy 2009 edits in SIS
Manager: ariadne anguloi@gmail.com
Date Creatad: 2008-02-03

Mode: private

Associated People:

Descrigtion Al species edited in SIS

Wiorking Set Notes

Orcler Family Genus Species
3 Cochranella machs
&) Crossodactylus boksrmanni
) Eleutherndactylus antilensis
) Elsutheradactylus brittoni
) Eleutheradactylus congui
@ Eleutherodactylus karlschmidti
@ Eleutherodactylus locustus
@ Eleutherodactylus portoricensis
@ Eleutherodactylus richmaondi
& Eleutherodactylus unicolar
& Eleutherodactylus wightmanae
) Leptodactylus alilabris
@ Rhinglla quschua
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B view

Mo Aszessment Selected

B view

Draft Assessment
Date Created: 2009-02-04
Assessors: NiA
Evaluators:  Nit

Stetus : LU
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& Navigate = Rhinella gquechua mAXmELhO
Name: Hew 2009 edits in SIS Texxan Mame: Rhinella guechua Mo Asessment Selected 13, Atladne Angula [ lodout |
Manager: ariadne.angulo@gmail com Status: &

Comimon ame: [Mo Comiman Names] @ean
Createc: 2008-02-03 Level: Species

Home Page || Working Set Page || Taxan Home Page
7 AssessmentTools * | . TaxonTools * | & Taxomatic Tools
&a Rminetta quechua VU (v 0y 2004-04-30 00:00:00

General Information Assessment List

sme: cuechia
Teon D: 54742
ull Neme: Rhinelia quechua 2004-04-30 00:00:00 vu B i) Published
evel, Species

Farert: Rbinslia i i i
asxononic Authorty: (Gallardo, 1361)

tetus: A

Fiybric: false

Aszessment Date Categary Criteria Status Editrview  Trash

5 @

Synonyms
1| Bufo quechua - Gallardo, 1981
.| Buto echinodes - Reynolds and Foster, 1992

Common Name - Language
Ho Comman Names.

Most Recent Published Status Taxonomic Hotes Infrarank

Assessment [D: 404551 Harvey and Smith (1893) pointed out that Rhineila schinodes, tescribed by
Categary: YU Reynolis and Foster (1992), is @ synonym of R, quechua. This species is

Criteria: B1abiii) possibly a complex of more than one species.
Azsessed 2004-04-30 00:00:00
Assessor: Claudia Cortez, Steffen Reichle, Ignacia De s Riva, Jérm
Kahler
Major Thrests:
Population Trenck
Major Impartance Habitats:
Conservation Actions Needed:

If we now click on the [Ed Edit/View icon in our draft assessment, it will take us to the
Assessment Data Browser page for R. quechua. Note that all of the sections in the species

account are empty — some sections will need to be populated from previous assessments
available for the species.

Adding a new taxon to SIS

Suppose there is a newly described species that we would like to add to SIS. We click on the
main SIS Home Page tab, and then click on the Peruse the Taxonomic Hierarchy icon on the

Search toolbar. A pop-up Taxonomy Browser window will appear, allowing us to navigate
through the taxonomic hierarchy.
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General Information

IAmE: micratympanin
Taxon ID: 54710
Image ull Name: Duttapheynus microlympanum
Temporarily | ECESLE
o
navailable Kbl
y o] recconormic avthoriy: (Bouener, 1652)
atus: A

Hyhbrid: false
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Synonyms
| Bufa microtympanum - Boulenger, 1862

Common Hame - Language
o Commen Names.

Most Recent Published Status

Assessment ID: 400933
Category: WU
Criteria: Bl ab(iiys 2abi)
Assessed: 2004-04-30 00:00:00
Assessor 5.0, Bil, Sushil Dutta, Karthikeyan YVasudevan, S P
Wijayakumar, Chelmala Srinversulu, Gajanan Dasarami Bhuddhe
Waijor Threats:
Fopulation Trend
Maior Imioortance Habitats:
Conservation Actions Needed

We navigate down to genus level, and then click on the “View” button. We then close the pop-up
window and click on the Taxon Home Page tab. This tab will now display information for the
genus that we have selected, including a list of existing species under this genus in the right hand
pane. The image below shows results for the toadlet genus Brachycephalus, which contains 11
species (the bottom of the species list pane displays both the page number and the number of

Asses:
Assess

2004-04

Taxon Maime: DURSRHPYIUS MmiCrotympanum
Status: &
Cormmen Name: [No Camman Names]
LVl Snecies

Taxonomy Browser

Kingdom
ANMALIS,
FUNGI
PLANTAE
PROTIETA
Pagel1  bf1 [l

* denctes new taxon

Taxonomic Hotes

Several specimens bearing this name, and which are deposited in different
iriiseums in India, oo ot kelong to this species (B 2001).
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Home Page | Working Set Page || Taxon Home Page
7 Asssssment Tools * | TaxonTools » | & Taxomatic Tools
4 Brachycephalus
General Information Taxonomic Hotes Species:
lame: Brachycephalius alpior a
Taxon ID: 117322
Image G brunneus
VTl llparent 8R4 CHYCERRALIDAE B didactylus
Unavailable il R ephipgium
ferruginus*
bybrict false:
hermogenesi
+) izecksohni
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We then click on the Taxomatic tools button and select Attach New from the drop-down menu.

A pop-up window appears prompting us to include the new species name, the authority who
described it and the species status.

@ Navigete = Quick Taxan Navigation =
I o Wiorking Set Selected

Texon Name: Brachycephalus

No Assessment Selected
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Once we fill in the three fields (when filling in the species name we just include the specific
epithet without the genus name) and click on Save and Close, the species will be added to the
species list for that genus. A pop-up window will also ask us if we wish to add this taxon to an
existing dataset, which we may or may not want to do. Let us suppose, however, that we want to
keep all of our new edits and additions in a single working dataset. If we click Yes, a new pop-up
window that reads “Choose the working set you would like to add (species name) to”, and will
list our existing working sets, if we have any. We then select the working set that we want the
species added to and click Add to selected. A new pop-up window will appear indicating that we
have been successful in adding the new species to our working dataset, and the species will now
figure on the list of species detailed in the Taxon Home Page and in the total number of taxa
displayed. Our newly added species name will sport an asterisk next to it — this indicates that the
species is a new addition to the database. If we click on the species’ name, it will take us to the
species’ Taxon Home Page, which will be empty except for the information we entered in the
pop-up window. There is also a Status field (under the General Information pane on the left hand
side), which should read N for new taxon (this is automatically done by SIS). Here’s an example
with the fictitious test toadlet, Brachycephalus testi:

& Navigate &= Quick Taxon Navigation ~=% aA X 8T :'L, =
Mo Warking St Selected Taxon Name: Brachycephalus test Mo Assessment Selected £ Avisdne Angula | logout |
Status: N o
Common Mame: [No Common Names] &'
Home P

Level Species

age | Working Set Page || Taxon Home Page
~ Asssssment Tools * | TaxonTools » | & Taxomatic Tools

&8 Brachycephalus testi

General | Information Assessme: nt List

lame: test Assessmert Date Category Criteria Status Editiview  Trash
| Taxon D: 156215
ULE LR Ll Mame: Brachycephatus testi
Temporarily Species
e perert & chycephaus B
Unav S raonomic autnorty: Doe, 2008
o

Status:
Hybrid false:

Common Hame - Language
Mo Comman Nammes.

Most Recent Published Status Taxonomic Hotes Infrarank
There is no puklished data for this taxon Ma Infrarank

Editing newly entered taxa

To create and edit a new assessment for the newly added Brachycephalus testi, we follow the
same procedure as when we add and edit a new assessment for a species that is already in the
database (see sections Editing data on taxa that are already in SIS and How to create a New
Assessment). Given that this is a new species for which there is no pre-existing information, the
assessment will likely be blank and it will be a draft Global assessment.
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Once we create a new assessment for Brachycephalus testi, if we then click on the Assessment
Data Browser tab and choose our preferred View (e.g. All Fields View), we will be able to
populate the different fields for each section:

S Navigate = Guick Taxon Navigstion = aaxeaghs
No Wiorking Set Salscted Taxon Mame: Brachycephalus test Draft - Global 22 Ariadine Angulo oot |
Status: M Assessed Date:
@caa

Cormmen Name: [No Camman Names] Last Modified: 2008-02-03
Level Species Category: h/&

HomePage | Working Set Page || Taxon Home Fage || Assessment Data Browser
[5] edt Datamode | [ New | lmlsave @ attachrie @ summary » || & Toois +

BirelLife ‘iew +|| GeographicRange | A00 | E0O || Locabions || Yeryrestricted | ElevationDepth || Map Status || Biogeographic Reslms
Al Filds iz 5

Taxanomic Mates e el
Distribution

Os@ e

CELE

S Geagraphic Range Information

Habitsts and Ecology B | £ o | X. X | = [= |e= |

I~

Use and Trade
Thre
Cons:

Ecosystem Services
Red List Assessment

Biackoround v

This species 15 known to occur in the Atlantic forests of the states of Rio de Janeiro and Espirto Santo, in southeastern Braﬂl.‘

Factar Yiew

Criteria Factor \iew

Narrative View

It is important to remember to click on the Save button every time we finish a section, so that
work is saved as we develop a particular assessment.

Generating reports

SIS has a built-in functionality that allows users to view reports of specific assessments and to
save them so that they can be sent to assessors. Under the Assessment Data Browser tab, we
click on Tools and then click on View Report from the drop-down menu. This will open a new
tab in the browser with assessment details and the species account. The following example
illustrates the top section of a report view for the frog Holoaden pholeter:
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DRAFT

o0,
@s:

RED

LIST

Holoaden pholeter - Pombal, Siqueira, Dorigo, Vreibradic and Rocha, 2008

ANIMALIA - CHORDATA - AMPHIBIA - ANURA - STRABOMANTIDAE - Holoaden - pholeter

Common Names: No Common Names
Synonyms: Mo Synonyms

Red List Assessment

‘ Red List Status |
‘DD - Data Deficient, (IUCN version 3.1)|

Assessment Information

Date of Assessment: 2009-02-20

|Evaluated? Date of Evaluation: Status: Reasons for Rejection: Improvements Needed: i

|False

Assessor(s): (Not specified)

Evaluator(s): (Mot specified)

Contributor(s): (Not specified) Caveat: False

Petitioned: False

| jional? Region: Endemic to Region: ‘

!False

False ‘

Regional Expert Questions: ,0

Assessment Rationale

Ligted as Data Deficient since it has only recently been described, and there iz still very little information on its extent of occurrence, status and ecological requirements.

Reasons for Change

(Mot Specified):

Occurrence

Countries of Occurrence

In order to save this report, we can a) save the page as an html document using our browser’s
interface (i.e. via File>Save Page As), or we can b) save it as a pdf document if we have Adobe
Acrobat, again using our browser’s interface (via File>Print).

Note that the report is all-inclusive and automatically includes tabs and fields from the All Fields

View.

Current SIS issues being addressed

Streamlining SIS is still work in progress, and as such, there are still several issues that are in the
process of being addressed. Some of these are as follows:

When trying to save whatever new text you added in a given assessment, you may get a
message that reads “Save not needed - No changes were made”.

When adding a reference for a particular section of a species account, a pop-up window
appears to confirm that it has been added, but the options are Close and Ok — and nothing
happens when we press Ok, so only need to click on Close.

When trying to edit a reference: When clicking on Edit/View Selected Reference an Edit
Reference window appears. However, when trying to Save and Close the window the
following message appears: Update citation The citation does not accurately reflect all of
the entered information. Would you like to update the citation before saving? The new
citation would be: (Details of specific citation are provided).
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e There are three buttons at the bottom of the page (Yes, No and Cancel), but the changes
do not appear to be encompassed regardless of which button is chosen and the appearance
of the ensuing message Successfully committed reference changes. The edit function
does not appear to be doing anything, but what is happening is that it is creating a new
reference with the changes without overwriting or deleting the previous reference, which
is most likely tied to an assessment. There is currently no way to remove a reference from
the reference library if tied to an assessment.

e First author surnames that have an umlaut somewhere may be entered in the bibliography
but the search function does not appear to find them to tie them to specific assessments.

e The creation of draft assessments for species in Working Sets (i.e. batching draft
assessments) does not provide us with the option of choosing between a blank assessment
or using a pre-existing one to populate the different assessment sections. So if a user
wants to use a pre-existing assessment to populate a draft one, it is best to add each
species to a working set separately.

e Biogeographic realm and Seasonality appear not to have been uploaded.
e In Ecosystems services, every time we tick insufficient information available we get the
following message: All coded services should have an importance score of 5 - Not

Known.

e The report option has some missing information, i.e. absence of bibliography.



