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Migrant status definitions (based on Boyd et al. 2008 and  Kirby et al. in press) migrants BCI paper and IUCN climate change susceptibility project)

Nomadic - moves in response to resources that are sporadic and unpredictable in distribution and timing. Examples include Night Parrot, Golden-plumed Parakeet, Desert Tortoise, Addax, plus species that wander widely through an extremely large home range (e.g., wild dog, elephant). Nomadic species may congregate, but not predictably in terms of location and timing (e.g., Lesser Flamingo). Nomadic species usually cannot be conserved at the site scale alone. 

This excludes “environmental response migrants” (Dodman and Diagana 2007) i.e. species that are largely resident but move opportunistically in response to irregular environmental conditions such as rainfall, fire, locust eruptions etc. (e.g., Fulvous Whistling-duck).

Migratory – a substantial proportion of the global or regional population makes regular or seasonal cyclical movements beyond the breeding range, with predictable timing and destinations. Examples include Siberian Crane, Bluefin Tuna, Humpback Whale. This includes species that may be migratory only in part of their range (e.g., Wildebeest) or part of their population (e.g., White-starred Robin), short-distance migrants (e.g., Black Crowned-Crane) and migrants that occasionally may respond to unusual conditions in a semi-nomadic way (e.g., Black Honeyeater, Gull-billed Tern). Migratory species may require conservation action (at specific sites, or beyond sites) along migration routes.

In the definitions of Dodman and Diagana (2007), this excludes “rains migrants/arid migrants” i.e. species which move with unpredictable timing and destination in response to irregular rainfall patterns, “nutrition migrants/post-roost dispersers” i.e. species that disperse daily from roosts to forage, “post-breeding dispersers” which may not make cyclical movements i.e. dispersers that may not return to the same breeding area, and “environmental response migrants” i.e. species that move opportunistically in response to irregular environmental conditions such as rainfall, fire, locust eruptions etc. All such species should be coded as non-migrants.

Includes (but code separately) 

Altitudinal migrant – regularly/seasonally makes cyclical movements to higher/ lower elevations with predictable timing and destinations. Examples include Three-wattled Bellbird. Partial altitudinal migrants might not be best conserved at the site scale alone, if individual sites do not encompass the full altitudinal range of the species. 

Non-migratory – not nomadic (q.v.) or migratory (q.v).

Nomadic, migratory and non-migratory are mutually exclusive categories

Any of them can be also coded as one of:

Congregatory (and dispersive) - regularly or seasonally congregates at particular sites, and then usually disperses over a wide area. This includes species that breed colonially (e.g., Southern Royal Albatross, Green Turtle), species that congregate during migration (e.g., European Honey-buzzard) or during the non-breeding season (e.g., Snow Goose), and spawning aggregations. At least 1% of the global population must be found at one or more sites to qualify. Hence this excludes species that congregate to breed, feed or move in numbers that are small relative to the global population (e.g., Little Swift). Congregatory (and dispersive) species usually cannot be conserved at the site scale alone.

Congregatory (year-round) – usually found in congregations throughout the year (e.g., Andean Flamingo). At least 1% of the global population must be found at one or more sites to qualify. Hence this excludes species that habitually congregate in numbers that are small relative to the global population (e.g., Sociable Weaver). Congregatory (year-round) species may require particular sites to be safeguarded for their conservation.

[N.B. Congregatory species are of relevance to conservation priority setting for different reasons. Sites at which they congregate need to be conserved, but those that disperse seasonally/regularly beyond such sites require additional broad-scale conservation. Both types of species may have elevated susceptibility to some threats e.g. climate change]
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